
The Last Days Temple 
and the Red Heifer



The Theological Basis for a Third Temple

“In visions of God he took me to the land of 
Israel and set me on a very high mountain, on 
whose south side were some buildings that 
looked like a city… Then he measured the 

temple; it was a hundred cubits long, and the 
temple courtyard and the building with its 
walls were also a hundred cubits long. The 
width of the temple courtyard on the east, 

including the front of the temple, was a 
hundred cubits.” (Ezekiel 40:2, 41:13)
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The Theological Basis for a Third Temple



“The people of the ruler who will come will 
destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will 

come like a flood: War will continue until the end, 
and desolations have been decreed. He will 

confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ 
In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to 

sacrifice and offering.
 And at the temple he will set up an abomination 

that causes desolation, until the end that is 
decreed is poured out on him.” (Daniel 9:26-27)
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“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: “This is a 
requirement of the law that the Lord has 
commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red 
heifer without defect or blemish and that has 
never been under a yoke. Give it to Eleazar the 
priest; it is to be taken outside the camp and 
slaughtered in his presence.” (Leviticus 19:1-2)

Theological Problems with a New Temple



“Then Eleazar the priest is to take some of its 
[red heifer] blood on his finger and sprinkle it 
seven times toward the front of the Tent of 
Meeting… This will be a lasting ordinance both 
for the Israelites and for the aliens living among 
them.”  (Leviticus 19:4, 10)
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“These will be the regulations for 
sacrificing burnt offerings and 

splashing blood against the altar 
when it is built: You are to give a 

young bull as a sin offering.”
(Ezekiel 43:19)



“And Jesus entered the temple and 
drove out all who sold and bought in 

the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the 
seats of those who sold pigeons. He 
said to them, “It is written, ‘My house 

shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you make it a den of robbers.” 

(Matthew 21:12-13)

The Temple was Redundant



“Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the 

place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” “Woman,” Jesus 
replied, “believe me, a time is 

coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in 

Jerusalem….”
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“Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in the Spirit and in 
truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 

the Father seeks.”
(John 4:20-23)

The Temple was Redundant



“By calling this covenant “new,” he 
has made the first one obsolete; and 

what is obsolete and outdated will 
soon disappear.”
(Hebrews 8:13)

The Temple was Redundant



“The law is only a shadow of the good 
things that are coming—not the realities 
themselves. For this reason it can never, 

by the same sacrifices repeated endlessly 
year after year, make perfect those who 

draw near to worship.”
(Hebrews 10:1)
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“Day after day every priest stands and 
performs his religious duties; again and 

again he offers the same 
sacrifices, which can never take away 

sins. But when this priest had offered for 
all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God... For by 
one sacrifice he has made perfect 

forever those who are being made holy.”
(Hebrews 10:11-14)

The Temple was Redundant



“Jesus left the temple and was walking 
away when his disciples came up to him to 
call his attention to its buildings. “Do you 
see all these things?” he asked. “Truly I 

tell you, not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down…

(Matthew 24:1-2) 

The Temple would be Destroyed



“So when you see standing in the holy 
place ‘the abomination that causes 

desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet 
Daniel—let the reader understand— then 

let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains.”

(Matthew 24:15-16)

The Temple would be Destroyed



“Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 
temple, and I will raise it again in three 
days.” They replied, “It has taken forty-
six years to build this temple, and you 

are going to raise it in three days?” 
But the temple he had spoken of was 

his body.” 
(John 2:19-21)

Jesus is the Temple



“The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of 
his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word. After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty in heaven..”

(Hebrews 1:3)

Jesus is the Temple



“Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also 

members of his household,  built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord.” 

(Ephesians 2:19-21)

The Body of Christ is the Temple



“you also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.” 
(1 Peter 2:5-7)

The Body of Christ is the Temple



“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 

offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship.”

(Romans 12:1-2)

The Body of Christ is the Temple



“For it is impossible, in the case of 
those who have once been 

enlightened… and then have fallen away, 
to restore them again to repentance, 

since they are crucifying once again the 
Son of God to their own harm and 

holding him up to contempt.” 
(Hebrews 4:4-6)

A Warning in the New Testament



The Temple in the New Testament

1. There is not a single verse in the New 
Testament that requires a new Temple.

2. The Temple was made redundant and 
obsolete when Jesus died on the cross.

3. Jesus is the true Temple.
4. The Church, the Body of Christ, is the 

living Temple.
5. OT references to the Temple are 

applied to the Church.
6. For Christians to advocate for the 

rebuilding of the Temple is heresy.
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